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on opposite sides of the Rhine. The king was powerless to
resist and had to submit to the humiliating terms they
imposed : he had to promise and to publish abroad that he
would be obedient to the Pope and give satisfaction for his
offences. But that was not all. Having vindicated the papal
sentence on the king, the diet of nobles at Tribur proceeded
to decree that Henry would be deprived of his kingdom if
he failed to obtain absolution within a year of his excom-
munication (i.e. by February 22, 1077), and they invited
the Pope to come to a council at Augsburg on February 2,
where the question of the king's fitness to reign was to be
debated. While determined to keep the upper hand over
the king, they were fully alive to the value of papal co-
operation. Their invitation gave the Pope immense satis-
faction. It opened up a prospect that, with the government
of the Empire itself made subject to papal dictation, his
ideal of the rule of righteousness might be fulfilled. He set
out on his journey to Germany in the highest hopes; but in
Lombardy he heard that Henry was approaching, and ex-
pecting an armed attack he took refuge in Countess Matilda's
fortress at Canossa.
Gregory need have had no fear of violence, for nothing Canossa
was further from Henry's mind. He saw how fatal to his * an'*
power would be the conjunction of the Pope with his German
enemies, and that this must be prevented at all costs. It
could only be done by making his peace with Gregory before
the Pope came into Germany, and with that object he eluded
the vigilance of the dukes and accompanied by his wife and
infant son and a few attendants made a memorable journey
over the Alps in one of the severest winters on record. He
could have raised an army in Lombardy, but reconciliation
with the Pope was his purpose; and so he appeared at the
gates of Canossa, " for three days continuously," as Gregory
himself testified, " laying aside all royal pomp, in wretched
guise, barefooted and clad in humble woollens "—in fact, the
penitent sinner pleading for absolution. His abnegation of
royal dignity was the strongest card he could play. It roused
the compassion even of Gregory's stoutest supporters, such
as Countess Matilda of Tuscany. She, and abbot Hugh of
Cluny, godfather to Henry and Gregory's personal friend,
earnestly interceded with the Pope on the king's behalf.

